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The Fifth Annual Route 66 
Shootout Pulaski County USA 
will be held Friday, Dec. 16, and 
Saturday, Dec. 17, at Waynesville 
High School with five games in two 
days.

 “With this being our fifth year, 
this shootout has a well established 
reputation for an outstanding level of 
competitive play,” says WHS Athletic 
Director Josh Scott.

 Teams with similar abilities are 
paired to play against each other, 
which makes for great games that 
often are determined in the last 
seconds of play.

 On Friday, Dec. 16, games begin 
at 6 p.m. with the final game of the 
evening starting at 8. On Saturday, 
Dec. 17, the games begin at 1 p.m. 
and continue throughout the day with 
the last game starting at 5 p.m.

 The Waynesville R-VI School 
District and the Pulaski County 
Tourism Bureau have partnered to 
produce this event that draws college 
recruiters from around the country.

 “We especially appreciate the 
Pulaski County Tourism Bureau for 

Friday, Dec. 16, 2016
    6 p.m. Waynesville Boys vs. McCluer North Boys
    8 p.m. Hazelwood Central Boys vs. Hartville Boys

Saturday, Dec. 17, 2016
    1 p.m. McCluer North Boys vs. 
  St. Louis Christian Boys
    3 p.m. Waynesville Girls vs Union Girls 
    5 p.m. Waynesville Boys vs. 
  Hazelwood Central Boys

Route 66 Tourney to be held 
Dec. 16-17

partnering with us as our major sponsor 
to make this tournament a reality,” Scott 
says. “We are also thankful for the area 
businesses who provide their support 
and make this shootout a reality by 
helping to feed the teams.”

 The cost for admission to each day of 
the shootout is $5 for adults and $4 for 
students. Athletic passes, senior passes 
and school IDs will not be accepted for 
this special event. Waynesville R-VI 
employees will need to pay to attend 
these games as well.

 Game programs will be for sale for 
$1 each.

The $8.5 million in B-2 
Heavily Impacted Aid that 
the Waynesville R-VI School 
District receives goes into 
Fund 4, which is used for 
capital projects, including 
air conditioning, heating, 
maintenance, upkeep, 
construction and remodeling.

John Dyals, a Waynesville High 
School senior, wore his grandfather’s 
World War II uniform to school on 
Dec. 7, in remembrance of Pearl 
Harbor Day. Dyals hopes to attend 
The Citadel next year.



Waynesville R-VI’s VOICES choir sang with the 399th Army Band on Friday, 
Dec. 2, at Baker Theatre on Fort Leonard Wood. VOICES is the Waynesville 
R-VI’s District Children’s Choir for grades 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th. The 5th and 6th 
graders are under the direction of Nathan Schaefferkoetter with Cheryl Wood 
as accompanist and the 3rd and 4th graders are under the direction of Leigh 
Schaefferkoetter with Whitney Martin as accompanist.

Caitlin Banks, a Waynesville 
High School student, has been 
selected as a member of the 
Missouri All-State Band.  

Auditions were held Dec. 
3 at Hickman High School in 
Columbia. 

Banks plays flute and will 
represent WHS at the All-State 
Band rehearsals, which will be 
held in late January at Tan-Tar-A 
in conjunction with the Missouri 
Music Educators Conference. 
The students will rehearse 
for three days and present a 
concert at the final session of the 
conference. 

Banks 
named to All-
State Band

On Saturday, Dec. 10,Waynesville 
JROTC will host its 3rd Annual 
Inter-service Drill Competition at 
Waynesville High School.  Army, 
Air Force and Marine JROTC will be 
involved in the competition.

 Events begin at 8:15 a.m. and 
the awards ceremony will be held at 
approximately 3:30 p.m. in the main 
gym. BG Kevin Vereen, the U.S. Army 
Military Police School commandant, 
Fort Leonard Wood, will be present to 
speak and present the awards.

 The judges will be drill sergeants and 
instructors from Fort Leonard Wood, 
and local recruiters.

 The events include:
 • Armed Regulation
• Armed Exhibition
• Armed Color Guard
• Unarmed Regulation
• Unarmed Exhibition
• Unarmed Color 

Guard
• New Cadet Squad
• Solo Armed and 

Unarmed Exhibition
• Dual Armed and 

Unarmed Exhibition
• Individual Drill Down
 
The following schools are attending:
 •  Blue Springs South, Missouri 
     (2 teams)
 •  Ozark High School, Missouri 
     (2 teams)
 •  Smith-Cotton High School, 
     Missouri (2 teams)
 •  Hillcrest High School, Missouri
 •  Mattoon High School, Illinois
 •  Lee Summit North, Missouri 
     (2 teams)
 •  Branson High School, Missouri
 •  Pekin High School, Illinois

 •  Auburn High School, 
     Rockford, Illinois
 •  Pacific High School, 
     Missouri
 •  Forsyth High School, 
     Missouri
 •  Sumner High School, 
     Missouri
 •  Cahokia High School, 
     Illinois
 •  Danville High School, 
     Illinois

Waynesville JROTC to host drill 
competition on Saturday at WHS

Reminder:  The 
district’s updated 

website will go live 
Monday, Dec. 19. 



When it came time to select a book to read to 
kindergartners, Waynesville High School freshman Jack 
Ronje knew the perfect one: “Gabe the Dog Who Sniffs Out 
Danger” by Thea Feldman.

Beyond being an inspiring true story about a soldier 
named Chuck and his military trained dog Gabe, Ronje’s 
family knows Chuck. Ronje’s own copy of the book includes 
Chuck’s signature, as well as Gabe’s. 

When Ronje’s family shared with Chuck that Ronje had 
selected his book to read to Manuela Phinn’s kindergarten 
class, Chuck generously sent copies of the book to Ronje, so 
he could give one to each of Phinn’s students. 

On Dec. 6, Ronje read the book to Phinn’s class and then 
presented each kindergartner with a copy of it.  

Soldier gives books to WHS 
student for kindergartners

Best in Show

The Waynesville Career 
Center’s culinary arts 
students competed in 
a gingerbread house 
contest and the winners 
were announced on Dec. 
5. Devontae Bailey took 
best in show with his 
Shrek House.  Alexander 
Dubon and Javonni 
Barlow won the award 
for best design with 
their beach house.  This 
year’s special award 
went  to Jordan Brech 
and Giselle Sanchez 
for their house that 
feature gummy bears 
(above).  The houses 
are now on display in 
the East Elementary 
library for the students 
to enjoy. Judges 
included Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent, 
Waynesville Mayor Luge 
Hardman and Cecilia 
Murray, executive 
director of the 
Waynesville-St. Robert Chamber of Commerce. The frozen castle 
was created by Jon Dye, culinary arts instructor, and Selina 
Huggard, who volunteered to assist the students with their houses. 

Best in 
Design



Waynesville Career Center DECA students, as well 
as parent volunteers, came to East Elementary 
and volunteered in the library, helping with crafts, 
decorating gift bags and sharing popcorn.

On the 75th anniversary of Pearl Harbor, the City of Waynesville, in 
combination with the U.S. Navy Detachment at Fort Leonard Wood 
and Waynesville R-VI School District, hosted a Pearl Harbor Day 
remembrance ceremony at Parker Fine Arts Building. The Waynesville 
High School band participated in the event that recognized WHS 
alumnus Wayne Bandy who was killed on the U.S.S. Arizona on Dec. 7, 
1941. WHS’s baseball field is named in his memory.



Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, 
praised Waynesville Career 
Center staff today for:
    •  achieving a practical Nursing 
       pass rate above 90%
    •  implementing student 
       interventions that are helping 
       students achieve on a higher 
       level
    •  steadily increasing their use 
       of technology in classrooms 
    •  making great progress on 
       unit planner development
    •  being a dedicated and hard-
       working staff and for 
       receiving praise from RPDC 
       at last year’s PLC collective 
       commitments meeting

Waynesville R-VI’s Transportation 
Department took first place in 
the non-profit category in the 
Kiwanis Club’s Christmas Parade 
on Sunday, Dec. 4.

After performing on Friday, Dec. 
2, with the 399th Army Band, the 
VOICES choir for Waynesville R-VI 
students in grades 3-6 performed 
their annual Christmas concert on 
Thursday night at Waynesville High 
School. VOICES is the Waynesville 
R-VI’s District Children’s Choir for 
grades 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th. 


